
From Why to Bethlehem 

 

The holidays are upon us, and that means 

Christmas will be here in a blink of an eye!  Along with 

Christmas comes all the celebrations of the season.  

This holiday season be sure to treat yourself to a 

special holiday musical and come see the Elation Arts 

presentation, “Under a Starry Sky,” Sunday, 

December 11, at 5 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

The show features the Emmanuel Christmas 

Choir and numerous congregants who will offer their 

dramatic talent as they act out the story of Melody 

and Travis, a young couple with two children who are 

struggling and in need of a savior to point them in the 

right direction.  The journey takes the viewer 

between current day USA and Bethlehem 2000 years 

ago, showing the true meaning of Christmas. 

Guest artist Christi Ebenhoch will join 

Emmanuel’s Howard Anderson as they perform the roles of 

Melody and Travis.  Howard is making his acting debut in 

“Under a Starry Sky;” however, he has sung in choirs for 15 

years in four different states and three other countries.  A 

native New Yorker, Howard loves living in Southern California 

where he leads the engineering team of a global food 

company.  Married with two teenage daughters, Howard loves 

all sports and fits right into the Southern California lifestyle 

since he is an avid surfer. 



Christi has been performing 

professionally since elementary school 

where she sang for Maranatha Music on 

their children’s projects.  While attending 

Azusa Pacific University where she 

majored in vocal performance Christi 

toured with Warner Brothers recording 

artist Tia Carerra.  During her college years 

she began recording for Word, Sparrow 

and Frontline Music with various Christian 

artists.  Christi sings for Wartime Radio 

Revue, a 16-piece swing orchestra, and tours with Bobby Caldwell and John Tesh.  She records 

for numerous TV and film projects, as well as jingles for several production houses.  In addition, 

Christi regularly leads worship at different churches and conventions.  She lives in Los Angeles 

with her husband and two children. 

The production is a church-wide ministry event.  Numerous members, adults and 

children, will participate in the drama.  The Emmanuel Christmas Choir will be accompanied by 

an orchestra, and the church’s men’s ensemble will perform.  The program is free and open to 

the public.   

Childcare for children four and under will be provided.  If interested, call the church 

office at 805-498-4502 to reserve childcare.  Then, bring your friends and loved ones to this 

special holiday presentation that will help you remember the true meaning of Christmas by 

showcasing the events that happened in a stable in Bethlehem 2000 years ago under a starry 

sky. 
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